No matter how little money and how few possession you own, having a dog makes you rich...Louis Sabin
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On March |1, the GSLTC Board approved the club's Long-Range Planning Commit-
tee Final Report. The report was recently sent to all members, and a general mem-
bership meeting was held on March 5 to discuss the report. There was a good

turnout of approximately 25 members at that meeting with lively discussion.

The Board's action on the | Ith approved a new GSLTC mission statement. It
reads:

"Greater St. Louis Training Club is a non-profit organization that advocates and delivers
innovative force-free canine training, sponsors events, and provides education for dog en-

thusiasts to advance the human-canine relationship."

The Board is excited about our future and will need involvement from many club
members to realize the direction set forth in the report. Club members will soon
see the new mission statement on our web site and in future promotional materi-
als. At the next Board meeting in April, action will be taken to prioritize and assign
for action a number of the specific recommendations contained in the report. If
you are already actively involved in club activities and want to be more involved, or
are thinking of becoming active for the first time, feel free to contact any Board
member or officer to volunteer."

Obediently Yours is now a bi-monthly publication. Below are the submission deadlines for the
year 201 1. Articles concerning “all things dogs” are being sought for the year. Please consider
submitting articles on pet care for dogs including grooming, grooming products, dog food and
treats, equipment reviews, articles on different dog breeds, members’ bios, behavior, training, info
on the AKC and our club and book reviews. And, as always, send in your brags and info on any

new additions.
Submission deadlines: J‘&&&&&&&&&‘&&&&&N

May/June 4/15/11 % The reason a dog has so many friends is that ,
July/August 6/15/11 ~ he wags his tail instead of his tongue.... }
Sept/October 8/15/11 ~ Author unknown ,

Nov/December 10/15/11
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Suffix Title Abbreviations

Excellent Agility Jumpers With Weaves “A” Preferred
Agility Excellent

Excellent Agility Jumper
Agility Excellent “A” Preferred
Beginner Novice

Companion Dog

Companion Dog Excellent
Endurance Earthdog
FAST Century

FAST Century Preferred

Graduate Novice

Graduate Open

Herding Intermediate

Herding Intermediate Course A (ducks, sheep, cattle)
Herding Intermediate Course B (ducks, sheep, cattle)
Herding Intermediate Course C (sheep)

Herding Started

Herding Started Course A (ducks, sheep, cattle)
Herding Started Course B (ducks, sheep, cattle)
Herding Started Course C

Herding Tested

Herding Excellent

Herding Advanced Course A (ducks, sheep, cattle)
Herding Advanced Course B (ducks, sheep, cattle)
Herding Advanced Course C (sheep)

Junior Courser

Junior Earthdog

Junior Hunter

Lure Courser Excellent

Master Courser

Master Earthdog

Master Excellent FAST Preferred

Master Hunter

Master Excellent Jumpers With Weaves “B” Preferred
Master Agility Excellent

Master Excellent FAST

Master Excellent Jumpers with Weaves

Master Agility Excellent “B” Preferred

Novice Agility

Novice Agility Jumper

Novice Agility Preferred

Novice FAST

Novice FAST Preferred

Novice Jumpers With Weaves Preferred

Open Agility

Open Agility Jumper

Open Agility Preferred

Open FAST

Open FAST Preferred

Obedience Grand Master

Open Jumpers With Weaves Preferred
Obedience Master

Preferred Agility Excellent

Pre-Trial Tested

AKC Rally® Novice

AKC Rally® Advanced

AKC Rally® Excellent

AKC Rally® Advanced Excellent

Senior Courser

Senior Earthdog

Senior Hunter

Tracking Dog

Tracking Dog Excellent

Utility Dog

Utility Dog Excellent

VCD1(2)(3)(4) Versatile Companion Dog 1, 2, 3, 4

Versatility

Variable Surface Tracking
Excellent FAST

Excellent FAST Preferred

To err is human, to forgive canine

...Author Unknown

Prefix Title Abbreviations

AFC
Ch.

Amateur Field Trial Champion
Champion

Bench Show Champion

Champion Tracker

Coonhound Field Champion

Grand Champion

Grand Field Champion

Grand Nite Champion

Grand Water Race Champion

Nite Champion

Supreme Grand Champion
Supreme Grand Field Champion
Supreme Grand Nite Champion
Supreme Grand Water Race Champion
Water Race Champion

World Show Champion

Dual Champion

Field Champion

Grand Champion

Gun Dog State Champion

Herding Champion

Master Agility Champion

National Agility Champion

National Amateur Field Champion
National Amateur Gundog Champion
National Field Champion

National Gundog Champion
National Obedience Champion
National Open Gun Dog Champion
Obedience Trial Champion
Retrieving Gun Dog Stake Champion
Triple Champion

Versatile Companion Champion
World Nite Champion

¢ The key words in training are persistence,
confidence and consistency.

¢ A well-behaved dog is a joy to own and a
definite source of pride

¢ A well-trained dog feels happier and more
secure.

Quotes from AKC The Complete Dog Book

Obediently Yours




Training unequivocally strengthens the bond between dogs and their owners ..AKC
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The Myrtle Memorial Scholarship to Karen Pryor Academy

by Cinder Wilkinson-Kenner, KPA CTP, CPDT-KA

| really miss Myrtle. Every time someone drops an ice cube and it melts on the kitchen
floor, my family feels the empty spot she left in our lives. Myrtle was an amazing dog,
she was born in August 2009, to a fighting dog mom, and possibly a bulldog dad, in the
secret location Emergency Shelter set up by the Humane Society of MO, to house and
care for the rescued fighting pit bull dogs who came to be known as the MO 500. She
was a scrappy pup, with a lot of personality, and not a lot of biddability!

She came home to our house in October 2009. She loved the kids, the dogs and the cat.
We have great video of our then 3 year old daughter teaching her to sit and down. She
played and demo’ed and learned in puppy class, earned her AKC Star Puppy medal,
and went to classes with me.

She and | learned a lot together, going through Karen Pryor Academy. She had a million
skills and tricks, and a huge fan club, human and canine. Unfortunately, she and | could not over-
come her genetic need to protect and defend anything she thought was valuable, from any dog
she thought might be interested. So, in January, after much effort, medication, and a number of
fights, she entered into her final fight with our 13 year old dog. We euthanized her several hours
later.

| like to think that we gave her a rich, exciting, fun and satisfying life, though it was
short. | know that it was better than what she would’ve had as a fighting dog, if her
mom hadn’t been rescued. Her loss is felt every day, by every member of our family.

In memory of my beloved pup, Myrtle, (AKC PAL “She’s Myrtleicious) | am running the
Chicago Marathon on October 9th, 2011 to raise funds to send someone to Karen Pryor
Academy. | hope to help another trainer learn to build better bonds and give better lives
to dogs in need, through Myrtle’s scholarship.

Please donate, either through myrtle.chipin.com, or directly to me, Cinder Wilkinson-
Kenner.




A dog is the only thing on earth that loves you more than you love yourself...Josh Billings
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Dogs are not our

whole life, but they Woags & Brags and New Kids In Town
make our lives whole.

- Roger Caras

The Wilkinson-Kenner family has begun the
journey through puppyhood once

again. The culprit is Merlin, (Swirlin’ Merlin,
named by 6 year old Finnegan) a blue

merle rough Collie puppy from the Humane
Society’s recent rescue of 76 Collies from a
puppy mill, “Kneedeep in Collies”. | was pas-
sively looking for a puppy who would be a
great bombproof family dog, a good demo
dog for me, and a good addition to our family,
to help heal the hurt of losing Myrtle so
young. Enormous, heartfelt thanks to my dear
friends and colleagues, Lucy Bailey, Dixie
Tenny, and Linda Campbell, for evaluating a
seemingly endless stream of puppies and
helping me make an excellent choice for my
family. We have had Merlin at home with us
since Wednesday, March 2nd and all has
gone well so far! Look for Merlin in Puppy
class, with us at the park and 4-H, in the yard
with Nitro and Nilla, and who knows what dog

sports!

Good Golly Miss Jolly aka Jolly finished her RAE
in Dec at the Doxie Specialty ...Jeannine Navratil

A warm welcome is extended to Linda Scroggins who
is replacing Nancy Roth on the GSLTC board.

Congratulations to new Apprentice Trainers Diane
Goebel, Gloria Bartok and Erin Wigginton!! They have
completed the Trainers' Course and their Assessments!
Welcome.
Who is this mystery child with her
bulldog?? Can you guess???

Children and dogs are as necessary to the welfare of the
country as Wall Street and the railroads. ...- Harry Truman




Happiness is a warm puppy. ...Charles Schulz
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WYSIWYG History — The Naming of Syndod Hogyn by Linda Schulte

I'tds March and | am remi nded dbn038/02I01. (By teerwaypthat hasitgphe one sf] we
the best birth dates ever!) Anyway, it is the first litter | helped whelp after Lucy and | became partners in raising Welgh
Terriers.

It was late evening when our girl, Sky, started into labor. Over the period of the next three hours or so, we had five girls
whelped. Each one marked with a Agck ribbon around their neck so we could tell them apart: Blue, Orange, White,
Brown, and Red. Mom Sky seemed very settled and was taking care of the pups. It was 3 am in the wee hours of thHe next
morning when Lucy left for her house.

| started doing some cleap. | made sure Sky had some fresh water and some food to nibble on if she wanted it. | alpo
gathered the soiled towels and took them downstairs to the washing machine. | started the load and returned upstags to
look in on mom and pups.

Hmmmé is that pup missing hreaclkodflfar®f Hoewr dnelclsh? Idfammé
?

five, SI X! Wh a't Wait a minute! | rubbed my very t]red
Re al |SiXpuppiessOne, two, three, four, five, SI X! Yes, ift mt
another pup! And, |l o and behold, it was a boy! So || exc

a green rickrack ribbon to wear.

Fast forward to weeks later. We had decided to keep and raise Brown puppy girl and Green puppy boy. The other gups
would be placed in the homes we had selected. The plan was that Lucy would raise the girl in her home and the bo
would go to Lucyds friend, Di xi e, who was going to pe m
ilyds arrival a few months | ater, we were going to fais

Unfortunately, by the time Dixie got to St. Louis, | had fallen in love with that boy. So Dixie graciously said | could kgep
him. She could wait for the next litter. Thank you Dixie!

As Lucy had with previous litters, we began to look in our Wisllish dictionaries for possible names for these two.
We | ooked and pondered and | ooked s ome inbigceuldbdthemamrel fy, i
to usei Syndod Hogyn. Yes, | like it more and more! | consulted with Lucy and Dixie and they both ag@gedod
Hogyn would be his name.

What on earth does Syndod Hogyn mean? In Welsh, Syndod means surprise and Hogyn means lad or boy. How cquld
any other name be more appropriate because he sure surprised us with his arrival! Syndod is pronounced similar tq sun
dod. And, Hogyn is pronounced |i ke Hogan (as in Hoghnos

Most of you have met Hogyn, he is still active in classes and events, sometimes wearing his very fuzzy coat and sofne-
times sporting his shorter, recently groomed look!

4 weeks old 8 weeks old 3 months old 18 months old




Dogs are miracles with paws....Susan Kennedy
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The I nvitational ywyehey Br eeder 0O|s

Every December for the past ten years, the American Kennel Club has hosted an invitational show in Decem-
ber. The 2010 show was held in Long Beach, California. The top dogs in conformation, obedience and agility are invited
to compete in one place at one time. In conformation, the top ten dogs in each breed as well as all dogs who earned
their championship exclusively from the Bred-By-Exhibitor class are invited. In obedience and agility the top ten dogs in
each breed are invited.

Linda Schulte and Lucy Bailey of WYSIWYG Welsh Terriers show all of their dogs in the Bred-By-Exhibitor
class and, as a result have had Champions invited to this prestigious show in the past. The years 2009 and 2010 were
special years for WYSIWYG, however, because littermates Dazzle and Zach were both invited.

Dazzle (CH. WYSIWYG TYWYNNU AR), the mother of the six puppies that have been attending puppy class
all fall, achieved her Championship entirely from the Bred-By-Exhibitor class. Her littermate, Zach (MACH3 WYSIWYG
TRIPLE TROUBLE RE MXF TQX) is the Number 2 Welsh terrier in the country in agility, so he, too, was invited.

At WYSIWYG, we say our dogs are bred for performance and raised for companionship. Here is some evi-

dence of our success: littermates performing at high levels in conformation and obedience and puppies being raised for
companionship. Don’t be surprised, though, if some of those puppies show up in performance venues in the future!

The AKC Uses Positive Reinforcement by Lucy Bailey

Over and over again we explain to people that using positive reinforcement is the best way to change behavior
because it avoids the undesirable side effects that come from punishment and force. For many, the hard part to under-
stand is what to do when a dog offers unwanted behavior. We say ignore the unwanted behavior and focus on the be-
havior you do want.

The American Kennel Club has set an example in this regard. As a registry for purebred dogs, the AKC must
include in its records any dog that is bred from two other previously registered dogs. Here in Missouri we are all too
familiar with the unscrupulous practices of commercial breeders, but as long as both parents are registered the offspring
can be, too. It has been a dilemma for the AKC in the past that dogs raised in deplorable conditions can still be regis-
tered.

In recent years, the commercial breeders have begun to abandon the AKC because of restrictions that have
been imposed. They have created new registries so they can say that their puppies are “registered.” Meanwhile, the
AKC has lost considerable revenue due to the puppies that are no longer being registered.

In the fall of 2010 the AKC introduced a new program that | think has the potential to be an excellent solution.
The Breeder of Merit program focuses on the behavior desired from breeders and ignores unwanted behavior. Breed-
ers must apply to be accepted. Requirements include:

¢ A history of at least five years involvement with AKC events

¢ Earning at least four AKC titles on dogs bred

¢ Being a member of an AKC club

¢ Performing the health screenings recommended for the breed

¢ Ensuring that 100% of puppies produced are registered

Obviously, our commercial breeders in the state of Missouri will not be able to attain this status. Also, the in-
creased registrations from carefully bred dogs will help offset the lost revenue from these puppy mills. Breeders who
are accepted receive a variety of benefits, including special designation on registration papers, a Breeder of Merit banner
for web sites, and listing on the AKC web site.

For the average person looking for a pet, it can be very confusing looking for the right dog. | hope that this
program will help people find dogs that will make the best companions. | hope that it will reduce the number of people
willing to accept a dog that was bred commercially and that it will put some breeders out of business. | hope this will
reduce the number of substandard dogs that end up in rescue. | think it is a step in the right direction and | am happy to

say that Linda Schulte and | have been accepted to the program and are AKC Breeders of Merit.




My little dog—a heartbeat at my feet. ...Edith Wharton
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Door to a Sunny New Future by Linda campbell

Alexander Graham Bell once said, “When one door closes, another opens; but we often
look so long and so regretfully upon the closed door that we do not see the one which has
opened for us.”

Often that is the case when we lose a beloved pet. : ii
We become so focused on our loss that there is a tendency “ 1
to miss out on things right in front of our eyes. We had re-
cently lost our wonderful collie mix, Bailey after almost 11 fun
-filled years. He was a special boy and | missed him terribly.

No other dog would ever match up to him. 4

On February 18", the Humane Society of Missouri ’
worked with the Missouri Department of Agriculture to take in |
over 70 dogs from a commercial breeder who had her license
revoked due to poor conditions. The majority of those dogs J \

’\

v'\

1S
§

_—

were Collies. ‘
The dogs arrived at HSMO at 3:00am in the morning. ud
Son, Nick, and | assisted with unloading the dogs and had

an opportunity to observe many of them first-hand. In the group was one 12 14 week old sa-
ble puppy that caught my eye. She was busy licking the face of the veterinarian performing
the exam with typical puppy exuberance, her tail wagging rapidly, yet when placed in her ken-
nel, she quickly calmed down and was relatively quiet.

One of the technicians vaccinating the dogs commented on how much the puppy re-
minded her of Bailey. However, | was not in the market for another dog, especially a puppy.
Still, | couldn’t quite get the vision of this big fluffy puppy out of my mind. The next day | visited
the dogs to help evaluate their behavior and saw the puppy again. Her eyes were bright and
full of curiosity, her entire back end wiggled when she wagged her tail. | pulled her out of the
kennel and, rather than wildness, she was calm and rather laid back. Every day for the next
week | visited the dogs, always pausing by that puppy to talk to her.

Finally, it became clear to me that | was ignoring a chance to write a new chapter in my
life with this puppy as the main character. | arranged for Lucy Bailey to meet the puppy and
help me decide whether this puppy could actually fit into my household. Lucy’s comment was
“This is the first puppy you have ever considered adopting that | considered appropriate.
She’s great.” Upon meeting her for the first time Cinder and Dixie concurred with Lucy’s ap-
praisal.

As you probably surmise, | adopted her as soon as she was available. We have since
named the girl “Sunny” because she is like a ray of morning sunlight. Initial introductions were
a little rocky, but the entire family is adjusting to our new addition. | can’t wait for all of you to
meet her. We look forward to getting her in classes and a long life of fun. All this because |
dared to walk through that open door...




My goal in life is to be as good of a person as my dog already thinks | am... Author Unknown
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Favorite Cues by Dixie Tenny

Al can understand that, if | wasn't a training nerd  and just wanted to live peace-
fully with my dogs there are very few behaviors | need. The only things | need
are to stand calmly, stay/wait in a stand, come to your name, walk at my pain-

fully slow pace on leash (don't care if dog is ahead of me or if leash is slightly

tight just don't won't to be dragged), get in the car, go in crate, allow han-

dling, grooming. Not a sit, down or hand touch in there :) | rarely ask for any of
those in just dail yCTRi ving. 06 S. R., KPA

My goal in dog training has always been to try to give clients what they really
want and need, not what | think they should have. The GSLTC training commit-
teehashadtore -create the clubds training appr oa(
the changes in our circumstances, and that has been a wonderful opportunity to
revisit the content of our training curriculum. As part of that process, | asked
myself, what do I, as a dog owner, ask my own dogs to do at home? What cues
are really important to me, not in theory, but in practice? | made a list, then
went to the other trainers in the club via our yahoo group and asked the same
question. Seventeen trainers responded with their own lists.

Here are the cues that the 17 GSLTC trainers use most in their everyday lives
with their dogs:

Wait 16
Sit 11
Let s go 10
Leave it

Off

Touch

Down
Hush/enough/quiet
Go to mat/crate/bed
Hup/up/on

Come

W w w s o1 o1 N 0




We long for an affection altogether ignorant of our faults. Heaven has accorded this to us in the uncritical canine attachmen t...George Eliot
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Inside/come in
Back

Go sniff

Cross behind/other side
Look (at that)
Outside

Potty cue

Stay

Gentle

Watch me
Upstairs
Downstairs
Settle

Hop out

P P PR RPRPREPRLPNNMNNMNNDN®

So we have five cues that a majority, or close to a majority, of our trainers use
regularly at home with their own dogs: Wali
20 cues that follow were each listed by five or fewer trainers - the last eight
cues by only one trainer each.

He is your friend, your partner, your defender, your dog. You are his life, his love, his leader. He will be yours, faithful
and true, to the last beat of his heart. You owe it to him to be worthy of such devotion. ..— Author Unknown

N


http://www.beliefnet.com/Love-Family/Pets/2009/08/Dog-Quotes.aspx?p=21##
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Favorite Cues by Dixie Tenny continued

AWaito was our clear winner, with 16 out of 17 trailner
know | use fAwaito a minimum of ten times with my ddggs
stairs while | unlock and open the door to the outdoors, and they wait again inside the gate as
| gather them to take them back indoors. Often there are many other times in a day that | use

wait, with all the dogs or individual dogs. For m¢g, 0l
use that one al most as often. ltds also the cue on wal
moving on. '

flLeave ito0o is anothertg

with my pack. The dog next door barks

and scrabbles at the fence whenever it
hears my dogs entering their yard; a

il eave ito0 cue given
enter reminds them that they are not to
respond. A nose too close to food on

the counter or table shifts regretfully
away on a Al eave itbo
kitten is not to be chased; one may not
stare out the window huffing at passing
dogs on leash; an unidentified item on

the floor must be backed away from un-

til it can be identified: all of these are

uses for il eave it.

AiSito and AOffo are used much |l ess i n my
household. Both have become automatic in their most commonly used situations. All of my

dogs except Piper sit when they want to ask politelly f«
alternate cue to respond to. (Piper offers a charning
dog lounging on my beloved chair -and-a-hal f cl ears fAoffd automaticalljy if

with obvious intent to sit.
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I nteresting that #Adown, o Acome, 0 and fAistay, o0 three es
essary, were only named by five, three, and one trainer respectively. Why? | can only an-

swer for myself. | use Adowno occasionally, and | wa i
spond to it if asked. Around the house, though, | seldom need it. Similarly, my dogs know

and wil |l respond to a Acomed cue, but they arenot a en
And fistayo has, to me, a formality about it that ma S 0
Awai t . o0 Perhaps we need another category: iCues vyao wani
only use occasionally or in specific formal situat:i s. 0
category might have many cues in it -including fAstay. o

What cues do you regularly use with your dogs? It 0O i nt
really saying, and signaling, to your dogs on a dai b a:

aware of as we continue to fine -tune our training program for the public.




Doné6t accept your dogds admiration as c.oAancldndersi ve e
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Bread

Papillons and Phalenes by Dixie Tenny

Since the 15th century, a silky Continental
toy spaniel with long ears has been de-
picted in the laps or at the feet of wealthy
families in painting
little dog, now rare, is the Phalene (fuh -
LAYNE), forerunner of the more popular
and widespread Papillon. Phalenes and
Papillons can come from the same litters;
Phalenes can be born from Papillon par-
ents, and vice versa. In the USA and the
UK, both are shown against each other in
the conformation ring. Phalenes are even
|l i sted as APapillonbo
AKC registration papers. In Continental
European countries, the two types are considered distinct breeds and are shown against oth-
ers of the same variety. The only physical difference between the two varieties, however, is
the ear set. The meaning of their names rgfl e
' e S50 § pm i Phal eneo means fAmoth. ¢

These are fine-boned toy dogs that weigh be-
tween five and ten pounds as adults. About
eight pounds is average. They stand8-1 1 0 a|t
! the shoulder. They are lively, quick, and ener-
~ getic, making them excellent agility prospects

' and charismatic standouts in obedience and

{ conformation. They are easy to train using
positive methods, and eager to learn and per-
form. History suggests that they warmed the
lap of French royalty (Marie Antoinette was a
fan), but also kept the court free of rodents,
and they are tenacious hunters of small prey to
this day. Papillons and Phalenes do not tend toward aggression nor shyness; they are nor-
mally easy-going and friendly toward all. Their cheerful attitude toward life makes them

very pleasant company. Both varieties are affectionate, and attentive to their owners --
unless there are squirrels nearby!




No one appreciates the very special genius of your conversation as the dog doesChristopher Morley

Papillons and Phalenes share certain health and training issues with many other toy breeds. The
condition of their teeth can start to deteriorate fairly early in life, so good dental care is a must.
They have delicate tracheas; walking on front-control harnesses can help eliminate pressure on the

quiet when asked.

Grooming is very easy; even going into the conformation ring, a bath, a brush -out, and a foot trim is
all thatods necessary.

Papillons are not easy to breed and tend to have small litters, so it can be difficult to find an available
puppy. Phalenes are even more rare. Breeders are very protective of their dogs in order to keep
them out of puppy mills and pet shops. Like many toy dogs, they can have quite long life expectan-
cies if well cared for.

The Phalene in these pictures is Jherico Sock
me since she was 12 weeks of age. Piper is a cuddly lap dog and a serious squirrel hunter. She
served as my backup dog when | was attending the Karen Pryor Academy. She took to clicker train-
ing like a duck to water.

The Papillon in these pictures is Internation
old this summer. He belongs to my daughter Alice. Leo came to live with us at nine months of age.
His breeder was elderly and had not been able to socialize him outside her home, so he arrived with
a serious set of behavioral challenges. His muchloved GSLTC friends Lucy Bailey, Linda Schulte, an
Nancy Roth can attest to the amazing transformation he underwent during his early years with us --
an eye-opening and valuable lesson in how social recovery is possible even in an adult dog.

Piper and Leo are the first toy dogs | ever lived with, and they have taught me respect and admira-
tion for the little guy.

t hroat . They can be challenging to house tr al

al

Qo

=]

t



Our perfect companions never have fewer than four feet....Colette
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Do You Get the Gazette? By Lucy Bailey

The American Kennel Club Gazette is the official monthly publication of the AKC. Over the ap-
proximately forty five years or so that | have subscribed it has evolved considerably. If you have

never seen it or if you have not checked it out lately, | encourage you to do so.

There are actually two magazines now. The Gazette is advertised as being for the fancy and is
geared more toward individuals who participate in AKC events. A newer bi-monthly publication

called Family Dog is designed to reach out to all who share their lives with dogs.

Greater St. Louis Training Club is an AKC member club and the only obedience club in the area
that can make that claim. Staying current on AKC matters is mostly the work of the board and
the trainers, but the magazine has many articles relevant to those of us who take more than a
casual interest in dogs. The range of articles in the December 2010 issue was very impressive.
One that | enjoyed reported on a research project relating to dog personalities. The researchers
designed a clever way to categorize individual dogs as optimistic or pessimistic and found that
behaviors related to separation anxiety were more prevalent in the group described as pessimis-
tic. Another research report described work being done on the ability of dogs to recognize the

faces of people who are important to them.

An article on physical conditioning for agility dogs addressed not only the needs of super athletes,
but also dogs who have less than perfect conformation and still enjoy the competition. There
were specific hints about dealing with particular types of structural weaknesses. An article by a
veterinarian discussed re-thinking the traditional vaccination protocol for dogs and another arti-
cle served as a good reminder to be prepared about what is going to happen to your dogs if any-

thing should happen to you.

Each month two or three of the groups (Sporting, Hound, Working, Terrier, Toy, Non-Sporting,
and Herding) have breed columns. Some are so specific that they would not be of interest to a
general audience but others are relevant to many dog fanciers. Examples from the most recent
Gazette include: Schipperkes on becoming a therapy dog team, French Bulldogs on how breeders
and shelters might handle sudden breed popularity, Bichon Frise on using treats to train your

puppy, and ShihTzus on “Socialize Those Puppies.”

The AKC is doing a good job these days with its publications. See for yourself!




Every boy should have two things: a dog and a mother willing to let him have one....Author Unknown
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Why Join the APDT? By Lucy Bailey

Becoming a member of Association of Pet Dog Trainers may seem like a luxury or at least an
unnecessary expense in these tough economic times. For those who are committed to making a differ-
ence in the lives of the dogs who live with them, the dogs who live with others and the dogs who have

yet to find homes, it is one of the best investments possible.
Congratulations to new Apprentice Trainers Diane Goebel, Gloria Bartok and Erin Wigginton!!

They have completed the Trainers' Course and their Assessments! Welcome.

The APDT is the first national organization to really try to provide quality training for all dogs.
The goal is to provide educational opportunities for trainers so that they can develop to the highest
levels in terms of their understanding of dog training and their ability to teach others how to train. In
this effort, | think the two best offerings are the award-winning magazine they produce and the ex-
tremely well-run annual conference.

| have watched this organization grow and change. | have been impressed with how well they
have worked through the many challenges that face new organizations as they go through the steps of
forming, storming, norming and performing. A variety of talented and dedicated leaders have spent
countless hours ensuring the success of the fast-growing association.

It may be surprising to many in Greater St. Louis Training Club to find that there in an interest-
ing rift in the organization. To become a member of APDT it is not necessary to subscribe to any par-
ticular training method or philosophy. Apparently there are quite a few members who still use punish-
ment and many forms of equipment that most of us would not condone.

To read the magazine or to attend the conference it would be hard to guess that this is the
case because everything presented in these venues is leaning toward positive reinforcement as the way
to train. As you may imagine, however, it is hard for those who have crossed over to force-free train-
ing to read advice based in punishment and force on the APDT list serve.

Some members do not want to allow people who use punishment to be part of APDT. They
are concerned about the reputation of the organization and themselves, by association. This is cer-
tainly a dilemma for those of us who want to be known as force free trainers. | have chosen to focus
on the positive. APDT cares about educating trainers and provides wonderful opportunities to learn
about positive reinforcement.

Just as | do with dogs, | will ignore the unwanted behavior in humans (yes, somehow that is
more difficult!) and focus on the positive. Everyone who joins APDT does so by choice. APDT’s stated
mission is trainer education. People come wanting to learn and to be part of something important.
They do learn and they grow and they change, just as | have over time.

Members and trainers involved with Greater St. Louis Training Club are generally way ahead of
many in terms of their development as dog trainers. Still APDT has a great mission, is growing into an
outstanding national organization, includes many wonderful members, and provides excellent educa-

tional opportunities for trainers. If you are not already a member, | suggest you consider it.
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Get Moving With Your Pets! By julia Disney

As the snow is melting and we begin to see glimpses of spring weather, you and your furry friends may b itch-
ing to get outdoors after being cooped up for months. Or, perhaps you are beginning to notice those extrg
pounds that holiday food gave you (and maybe your dog or cat).

When considering exercise for an animal, most animal owners may immediately think of the obvious chofces of
walking and running with a dog. Kim Knap, a certified canine rehabilitation practitioner and certified veterjnary
technician at the University of lllinois Veterinary Teaching Hospital in Urbana, says that there are many wWays
to get your pets involved in an exercise routine, something that can benefit the healthapiothourlegged
creatures alike. She recommends several precautions to ensure that the new activity is safe for your pet.

Knap advises, "A routine veterinary chaglk before beginning an exercise regimen is very important. Your
veterinarian can run basic blood work and hormone levels to ensure that your pet doesn't have any undeflying
medical issues that could limit exercise."

Additionally, Knap says that your animal should be tested for heartworms, a disease spread by mosquitops that
is fatal without treatment and could be exacerbated by exercise. Your veterinarian should also check thaf your
animal has a healthy musculoskeletal system, with no early orthopedic diseases such as hip dysplasia, as well a
no neurological discrepancies.

If your pet already has medical issues or if a new issue arises, you may need to tailor an exercise routing to suit
your animal's condition. If, for example, your animal has heart disease, hormonal imbalances, or arthritis}it
would be important to discuss exercise with your veterinarian to understand what sort of limitations thesejdis-
eases may give your pet.

Knap says that you should also take the weather and your pet's build and coloring into consideration befgre em-
barking on a worlout. Extreme heat and cold can be hard on any animal. Heat especially can be difficult fpr
shortnosed dog breeds, such as pugs, as well as dogs with heavy coats or black hair. Plenty of breaks ahd wate
are very important components of a healthy exercise routine.

After obtaining a clean bill of health from your veterinarian, you are ready to decide what activity you'll befin.
In addition to running and walking, there are a variety of games you can play with your pet. "Fetch, Frisbge,
chase, and hide and seek are all great games to engage your dog in," Knap recommends. Making games like
these higkenergy can keep your dog interested and make-lomérg exercise into something fun for both of
you.

But remember to take it easy when introducing an exercise regimen. "Start off with just five minutes of exercise
daily, increasing gradually based on how well you and your pet tolerate the activity," Knap advises. With h
combined exercise regimen, you and your animal can work toward improved health together.

For further information on exercising with your animals, contact your local veterinarian.

Reprinted with permission: University of lllinois College of Veterinary Medicine: Chris Beuoy,
beuoy@illinois.edu.

Source: Kim Knap, CVT, CCRP
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Some of my best leading men have been dogs and horses....Elizabeth Taylor
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Upcoming Events

A Victoria Stilwell seminar is taking place in the new Purina Event Center at Purina farms in Gray
Summit, MO. It will be taking place on April 9 between 5 -7. Victoria will cover the following
topics:

* Positive reinforcement dog training techniques demonstration with shelter dogs

*It's Me Or The Dog Show storytelling, video clips and bloopers

* Audience Q&A and meet and greet with attendees

A total of 380 tickets to the event are being sold, and 100% of proceeds

will go to 19 different local animal welfare groups. Tickets will be $20 each.

There will also have adoptable dogs from some of the participating groups.

The GSLTC will be hosting a seminar on August 20th and 21st, two full days of Competition Obedi-
ence with Hannah Branigan. 12 working slots, unlimited auditing. We will be having this seminar at

Shrewsbury.

Greater St. Louis Training Club, Inc. Annual Obedience and Rally Trials
Saturday, May 21 and Sunday May 22, 2011
Save the dates. Train your dog. Volunteer to help!

AKC Welcomes Three New Breeds

The American Kennel Club is pleased to announce that three new breeds became eligible
for AKC registration on January 1, 2011, bringing the total number of registered breeds to
170.

The Entlebucher Mountain Dog was bred to move cows from pasture to pasture in the
Swiss Alps. Medium-sized and strongly muscled, the Entle is a hard worker and can excel
at canine sports.

The Norwegian Lundehund is the only AKC-registered breed whose original purpose was
puffin hunting. Today the breed makes a loyal and playful family companion.

One of the world's oldest and rarest breeds, the Xoloitzcuintli are still considered "healers"
in remote Mexican and Central American villages today. The breed's name is pronounced
show-low-etz-queent-lee.

I think dogs are the most amazing creatures; they give unconditional love.
For me they are the role model for being alive. ...Gilda Radner

Who is the little girl in the picture with her bulldog? Did you guess it correctly? Its Dixie Tenny with her dog, Sandy.



http://links.mkt2242.com/ctt?kn=32&m=3293440&r=MTMzMTIzMDMwNTkS1&b=0&j=MTAzNDAxODc5S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.mkt2242.com/ctt?kn=22&m=3293440&r=MTMzMTIzMDMwNTkS1&b=0&j=MTAzNDAxODc5S0&mt=1&rt=0
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?" ER 3 ¢ Our history begins before World War freater Saint Louis Training Club was
Q_Q' ° founded in 1940, making it the oldest obedience training club in the Saint Louis@&iarC
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G‘ has proudly offered over 60 years of obedience training and over 50 years of obedienc
trials. We are also the only AKC-member obedience club in the St. Louis area.

:‘» : GSLTC prides itself on being noncommercial, nonprofit, and community cen@@red.
9 N membership includes many pet owners as well as people who are active in every brangh of
’, o dog sports.Our members enjoy:
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S ¢ social events

Devoted to the Training of

Dogs for Better Human * A newsIeter
Companionship ¢ class discounts
2010-201 | + the chance to make friends with other people who love working and playing with thir
dogs.
Officers & Board . - . I
Club members have opportunities to participate in club activities such as:

Officers ¢ our annual obedience trial
President Mary Duncan + seminars
Ist Vice President Cinder ) )
Wilkinson-Kenner, CPDT- ¢ community service programs
KA, KPA-CTP Those interested in becoming volunteer trainers for the club may apply to take eur six

2nd Vice President Dixie Y2y (K ¢NIAYSNBQ /2dz2NESZ FLIWINBYyGAOS A6 SE
Tenny, CPDT-KA, KPA-CTP tant and perhaps even head trainers for the club.
Secretary Fran Beezley
Interested in joining the Greater St. Louis Training Club? Visit our website for an applica-
tion: www.gsltr.org Note: Two sponsors who are club members are required for membdgr-
Board ship. If you are taking classes with us, talk to your trainers about club sponsorship. If yju
FNBy Qi Ay OflladaasSaz FTAYR allyaz2Na o6& O2YAy3
and Training 101 class and introducing yourself to members of our club.

Treasurer Martin Schnitker

Board Officer 2nd year:

Patti Crites, Soila Sukupolvi

-Petty, and Barb Kohner Articles appearing in this newsletter do not necessarily constitute an endorsement of the subject
matter by the Greater St. Louis Training Club, Inc. Any articles appearing herein may be reprinted, if
credit is given to the author and OBEDIENTLY YOURS, unless special permission has been granted
Bill Giese, Linda Medlin and by the Editor only. All dues paying members who do not have electronic access to this newsletter
Linda Scroggins will receive a free subscription. Subscription rate for non-members is $18 per year. Mail check with

request to GSLTC.

Board Officer Ist year:

Training Class Overview
At GSLTC classes, our trainers teach owners to train their dogstrainers usepositive training methods at all levels of train-
ing. Clickertraining is our basic method of instructio®ur classes combine group instruction with individual attentfoo. goa
is to meet the needs of each owner and each Gog.classes each year begin in early January and end at Thanksgiving wgekend
(Puppy classes run through rilgecember).

The first step for prospective students is to attend a Behavior and Training 101 (BAT101) session before registerass for p cl

This class is a-hour slide presentation with video clips and live demonstrations. Material covered includes how dogs &afn, wh
training methods we use, tips on managing common behavior problems at home, and how to prepare for training classgs. BAT 1l
is required before a student can register for an dewsi class.

Current Class Schedules are posted at our website: www.gsltc.org




